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Clinton  Pioneers  Were  Sturdy 
People 

THEIR  MEMORY  VENERATED 


(Dedicatory  Ceremonies  Continued.) 

The  boyhood  recollections  of  Shel¬ 
don  Norton  of  Carbondale,  a  son  ol 
Deacon  E.  K.  Norton,  an  honored  mem¬ 
ber  of  Clinton  church,  contained  most 
interesting  references  to  pioneer  set¬ 
tlers.  His  narrative  follows: 

“The  Elk’s  horns  on  Asa  Stanton’s 
front  porch  are  one  of  the  land  marks  j 
in  my  boyhood  days,  and  I  have  never  j 
passed  the  house  in  all  of  the, years  > 
that  are  gone  without  looking  for  j 
them.  The  day  dreams  of  hunting  elk  j 
and  Indians  were  many,  and  the  camp  I 
fires  that  have  blazed  in  my  imagina¬ 
tion  are  not  a  few.  Was  there  ever 
born  in  a  county  where  the  s  forests 
were  being  cut  down,  a  boy,  that  did 
not  long  for  a  frontier  life  and  to  be 
a  second  Daniel  Boone  or  a  Kit  Car- , 
son?  1 


“As  I  try  to  write  this  story  of 
.what  I  saw,  or  rather,  how  men  and 
things  looked  to  me,  there  is  unravel¬ 
ed  a  panorama  of  moving  pictures  or 
men  and  scenes  that  run  so  fast  that 
they  seem  to  blend  into  one  picture. 
but  when  I  think  that  more  than 
years  have  passed  away,  and  ot  the 
thousands  of  men  and  places  I  have 
seen,  it  is  hard  to  separate  the  pic¬ 
tures  and  not  look  at  the  past  from 
the  standpoint  of  one  who  has  nearly 
"renched  the  age  of  three  score  years 

^“Clinton  was  settled  by  people  from 
Massachusetts  and  Connecticut,  with 
(the  addition  of  some  from  Mmmt. 
Pleasant,  which  was  settled  at  an  ear 
ly  period.  Pecks,  Stantons,  Stearns, 
McMullens  moved  from  Mount  Pleao- 
ant.  The  Nortons,  Grennells,  Gay¬ 
lords,  Sanders  and  Griswolds  yere 
•from  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut, 
'and  these  with  the  families  from  _Mt. 

■  Pleasant  were  the  ones  who  came  into 
what  then  was  a.  ^wilderness  of  hem¬ 
lock,  beech  and  maple  and  cleared  the 
land  so  that  they  could  provide  food 
and  clothing  for  themselves  and  famil¬ 
ies  and  to  make  homes.  We  oAen 
think  of  the  church  as  being  the  only 
divine  institution  that  the  all  wise 
Creator  has  given  man,  bu.  tne  Goci 
given  home  was  estaolished  ages  be¬ 
fore  the.  church,  and  a  godly  home  is 
yet  God’s  best  earthly  gift  to  man,  and 
these  men  were  home  builders,  and 
were  of  thS'  type  that  _  built  homes 


thrift  were  taught,  and  the  fatherhood 
of  God  and  the  Brotherhood  of  man 
were  the  controlling  principles  of  their 
lives.  • 

“The  Clinton  church  was  not  only 
the  religious  center,  but  the  social  cert- 
ter  also.  I  remember  the  old  church, 
or  rather  meeting  house,  but  dimly. 
T  well  remember  the  storm  that  de¬ 
stroy  ecTTl,  '!$z  the  hail  .stones  -broke 
the  windows  in  our  home,  and  I  was 
so  frightened  that  1  went  behind  the 
stove.  I  also  remember  Elder  Curtis 
-holding  services  in' the  grove  back  of 
the  present  meeting  house,  after  the  ] 
(Old  building  was  destroyed  by  the  cy- 
dlone. 


